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A little more than five years ago, a new 
startup was taking its first steps. It had a 
clear view of its value proposition and a 
global market that was ready and wide 
open. Since that time, it has served more 
than 30 million customers in 130 countries, 
but its actual impact is much larger.

Like most—if not all—new ventures, Global 
Entrepreneurship Week started with an 
idea. What if there was a global movement 
to inspire people everywhere to unleash 
their ideas and take the next step in their 
entrepreneurial journey? During one 
week each November, millions of people 
participate in local, national and global 
activities designed to help them explore 
their potential to launch startups that bring 
ideas to life, drive economic growth and 
expand human welfare.

While it started as an initiative targeted 
specifically toward young, nascent 
entrepreneurs, the initiative continues 
to expand and reach across the entire 
entrepreneurial spectrum. Each year:

   Millions experience their first tastes of 
startup culture.

   Universities strengthen connections 
that help them commercialize 
research from their labs.

   Thousands of brand new startups 
spring to life through bootcamps like 
Startup Weekend and competitions 
like Startup Open.

   Researchers and policymakers 
gather at hundreds of events around 
the world to examine the underlying 
policies necessary to promote 
entrepreneurial growth—in the hopes 
of empowering local job creators.

But to better understand the impact of 
Global Entrepreneurship Week, it helps to 
take a step back and look at the perception 

of entrepreneurship that existed in the 
not-too-distant past. Until recently, “startup 
creation” was an exclusive concept 
associated with places like Silicon Valley 
and other hotbeds of entrepreneurial 
activity. Organized venture and angel 
capital was concentrated in known 
startup nations. If policymakers discussed 
“entrepreneurship policy,” they were usually 
focusing on small-and medium-sized 
enterprises. Lost in a classification by size, 
the potential of young businesses with high-
growth prospects were too many times left 
untapped.

All that has changed. Startups are now 
springing up in the most unexpected 
corners of the globe. Entrepreneurial capital 
travels to find the most promising startups 
and policymakers are mingling with key 
startup ecosystem players in their quest to 
enable more entrepreneurial success.

These changes are not mere coincidence. 
They are the result of the democratization 
and globalization of entrepreneurship. 
A global race to build the best startup 
ecosystem is going on, and it is a race 
that is open to all types of economies and 
regions. Just look at the list of countries 
that have most improved the ease of doing 
business in the latest World Bank report, 
and you will see nations of all economic 

“A globAl 
rAce to 

build the 
best stArtup 
ecosystem is 

going on…”
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backgrounds and regions of the world, 
like Poland, Sri Lanka and Ukraine. Every 
year, more countries join the ranks of 
those with comprehensive, cross-sector 
initiatives—such as Startup America, Start-
Up Chile and LIONS@frica. These new 
developments are the response to what 
research and data have been unanimously 
showing: young, growing firms are the 
main drivers of job creation. In the United 
States, for example, Kauffman Foundation 
researchers have combed through 
government data and found a remarkable 
fact—all net new jobs in the United States 
come from startups less than five years old.

Catalyzing the awareness of such research 
and data is Global Entrepreneurship Week. 
Representatives from 37 countries were 
on hand when it was formally launched 
in London in late 2007, and by the time 
the first Global Entrepreneurship Week 
came to a close in November 2008,                             
3 million people participated in 25,022 
activities in 77 countries. Since that point, 
GEW has increased global recognition 
of entrepreneurs for the role they play 
in building economies while developing 
innovative solutions that improve daily 
life. In fact, building cultural capital for 
entrepreneurship is the greatest legacy of 
GEW. We are proud to see that the new 
generation of entrepreneurs and their peers 
no longer see their dreams of “doing well” 
and “doing good” as mutually exclusive, but 
rather intertwined. Even in the cultures most 
impermeable to the notion of risk taking, 
entrepreneurs are gaining respect from 
their peers.

One success story that has emerged is 
Dropifi, a startup that traces its beginnings 
back to an event in Accra, Ghana during 
Global Entrepreneurship Week 2011. In 
the span of one weekend, its co-founders 
built the platform from customer discovery 
to idea validation. It replaces “contact us” 

buttons with a smart widget that allows 
companies to better analyze and organize 
incoming messages—allowing companies 
to learn more about the people sending 
the message and whether the messages’ 
content trends positive or negative. Dropifi 
took top honors in the local competition 
and continued working together throughout 
the year to refine the platform and garner 
additional recognition from Forbes, CNBC, 
DEMO and others. One year later, it was 
selected ahead of 400 startups from 56 
countries and named the grand prize 
winner of Startup Open—winning an all-
expenses paid trip to Rio de Janeiro for the 
Global Entrepreneurship Congress.

But the impact of GEW extends beyond 
that of individual new firms—it is 
strengthening entire ecosystems. Thanks 
to roughly 10,000 partner organizations 
around the world, GEW has expanded 
to more than 130 countries and has built 
a solid network of key entrepreneurship 
players, making a clearer “mapping” of 
various entrepreneurship ecosystems 
much more possible. It has thus resulted 
in a loud grassroots movement showing 
some strengths and weaknesses of 
each entrepreneurship ecosystem 
for policymakers. GEW now includes 
representatives from the government in its 
activities both as guests and as hosts of 
activities, providing them with forums to 
exchange ideas on policies and initiatives 
favorable to new firm formation, and 
discussing the right policies and regulatory 
frameworks to allow for more entrepreneurs 
to emerge and flourish.

Nations have come a long way when it 
comes to supporting new businesses. 
The world has never been more open to 
innovative ventures. We should seize the 
moment and take the democratization of 
entrepreneurship to the next level. This 
calls for an integrated approach to attract 
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and nurture high-growth startups that 
accelerate economic growth and open new 
paths for prosperity.  

Through Global Entrepreneurship Week, 
we envision a world of more citizens finding 
better ways of doing things, fearless 
about disrupting markets and challenging 
past assumptions. And while the focus 
intensifies each November, we work 
throughout the year to nurture each nation’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem—expanding 
the number and strengthening the 
performance of organizations that support 
entrepreneurs.

Entrepreneurs who unleash ideas. 
Entrepreneurs who create jobs and 
generate wealth. Entrepreneurs who make 
our world a better place.
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* As Global Entrepreneurship Week focuses increasingly on impact, 

the qualifying partner and event criteria were adjusted, resulting in 

some fluctuation in overall reporting in comparison to previous years.

what is gew?
more than Just the 
world’s largest
celebration 
oF entrepreneurship

Global Entrepreneurship Week celebrates 
the innovators and job creators who 
launch startups that bring ideas to life, 
drive economic growth and expand human 
welfare. 

During one week each November, GEW 
inspires people everywhere through local, 
national and global activities designed to help 
them explore their potential as self-starters 
and innovators. These activities, from large-
scale competitions and events to intimate 
networking gatherings, connect participants 
to potential collaborators, mentors and 
even investors—introducing them to new 
possibilities and exciting opportunities. 

The initiative launched in 2008 and has 
since grown to 131 countries with an 
impressive amount of support from celebrity 
entrepreneurs, presidents, prime ministers 
and other thought leaders around the world. 

However, Global Entrepreneurship Week 
is more than just an awareness campaign. 
It provides thousands of partners with a 
platform for validating new methodologies 
and interventions designed to support 
entrepreneurs. Each November, millions 
participate and take the next step in their 
own entrepreneurial journey. New startups 
spring to life. Mentors connect with nascent 
entrepreneurs and help them along the way. 
Meanwhile, researchers and policymakers 

explore new ways to empower innovators 
and job creators at all levels. 

GEW is about unleashing ideas and doing 
what it takes to bring them to life—spotting 
opportunities, taking risks, solving problems, 
being creative, building connections and 
learning from both failure and success. It is 
about thinking big and making your mark on 
the world—doing good while doing well at 
the same time.
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131

7,906 19,649

7,491,695

#GEW

What is GEW?
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global entrepreneurship Week continues to attract and engage high-

profile entrepreneurs who are enthusiastic to share their personal 

experiences and insights with nascent entrepreneurs. meanwhile, 

world leaders and elected officials at all levels alike have embraced 

the campaign—through proclamations as well as participation—as 

they look to fuel the economic engine of high-growth startups in their 

own countries and communities. below are just some of the reported 

examples:

Guillermo Arduino, Anchor of cnn en español

  Bono, musician and Activist

  Richard Branson, Founder of Virgin group

 Liu Chuanzhi, Founder and president of lenovo

 Bill Clinton, Former president of the united states

  Muhtar Kent, chairman and ceo of coca-cola

  Ali Sabanci, president and chairman, pegasus Airlines

Muhammad Yunus, Founder of grameen bank

Blake Mycoskie, Founder, toms shoes

heads oF state

  Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Australia

  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, bangladesh

  Prime Minister Freundel Stuart, barbados

  President Rosen Plevneliev, bulgaria

  Prime Minister Stephen Harper, canada

  Prime Minister José Maria Neves, cape Verde

  President of Republic Jorge Carlos Fonseca, cape Verde

  President Laura Chinchilla, costa rica

vip engagement





  President Ivo Josipovic, croatia

 Prime Minister Haile Mariam Desalegne, ethiopia

  President Karolos Papoulias, greece

  Prime Minister Antonis Samaras, greece

Prime Minister Enda Kenny, ireland

  Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, israel

  Prime Minister Andrius Kubilius, lithuania

  Prime Minister John Key, new Zealand

  President Bronisław Komorowski, poland

  President Aníbal Cavaco Silva, portugal

  Prime Minister Kenny Anthony, saint lucia

  President Mariano Rajoy, spain

  Prime Minister Kwesi Seleagodji Ahoomey-Zunu, togo

  President Barack Obama, united states of America

Above: Denmark’s Crown 
Prince Frederick announces 
the winners at the Creative 

Business Cup in Copenhagen.

Opposite: Princess Maxima of 
the Netherlands addresses the 

Growing SMEs conference at 
The Hague.

Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012 Impact Report
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world leaders & royalty

  Charles, Prince of Wales, united Kingdom

  Deki Yangzom Wangchuck, princess of bhutan

  Felipe, Prince of Asturias, spain

  Maxima, princess of the netherlands

  Pema Choden Wangchuck, princess of bhutan

Frederick, crown prince of denmark

vice presidents & chancellors

  Vice President Wu Den-Yi, chinese taipei

  Vice President Luis Libermann, costa rica

  Vice Chancellor Philipp Rosler, germany

  Vice President Boediono, indonesia

  Vice Prime Minister Xavier-Luc Duval, mauritius

VIP Engagement



Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012 Impact Report

ministers

  Amara Benyounès, Minister of Environment, Algeria

  Moussa Benhamadi, Minister of Post and Information Communication Technology, 
Algeria

  Edmond Mansoor, Minister for Information, Broadcasting, Telecommunications, 
Science and Technology, Antigua & barbuda

  Nikolai Snopkov, Minister of Economy, belarus

  Santiago Castillo, Minister of Finance and Economic Development, belize

  Herman Longsworth, Minister of Education, Youth and Sports, belize

  Patrice Minors, Minister of Economy Trade and Industry, bermuda

  Alassane Djimba Soumanou, Minister of Vocational Training, benin

  Alexander De Croo, Minister of Pensions, belgium

Khandu Wangchuk, Minister of Economic Affairs, bhutan

  Dorji Wangdi, Minister of Labor and Human Resource, bhutan

  Aum Sangay Zam, Minister of Education, bhutan

  Kinley Dorji, Minister of Information and Communications, bhutan

  José Gregori, Minister of Justice, brazil

  Louis-Paul Motaze, Minister of Economy, Planning and Regional Development, 
cameroon

  Laurent Serge Etoundi Ngoa, Minister of SMEs, cameroon

  Maxime Bernier, Minister of State for Small Business and Tourism, canada

  Diane Finley, Minister of Human Resources and Skill Development, canada

  Pablo Longeira, Minister of Economy, Development and Reconstruction, chile

  Janira Hopffer Almada, Minister of Youth, Employment, Family and Social 
Development, cape Verde

  Humberto Brito, Minister of Economy and Tourism, cape Verde

  António Correia Silva, Minister of Higher Education and Industry Innovation, cape 
Verde

  Wan Gang, Minister of Science and Technology, china

  Yuan Guiren, Minister of Education, china

  Yan Junqi, Vice Chair of National People’s Congress, china

  Yen-Shiang Shih, Minister of Economic Affairs, republic of china
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 Mayi Antillon, Minister of Economy, costa rica

  Alejandro Cruz, Minister of Science and Technology, costa rica

  Alain Lobognon, Minister of Youth Development, Sports and Leisure, cote d’ivoire

  Annette Vilhelmsen, Minister for Business and Growth, denmark

  Justina Charles, Minister for Culture, Youth and Sports, dominica

  Ligia Amada Melo de Cardona, Minister of Higher Education, Science and Technology, 
dominican republic

  Mohamed El-Sawy, Minister of Culture, egypt

  Pierre Moscovici, Minister of Economy and Finance, France

  Jerome Cahuzac, Minister of Budget, France

  Fleur Pellerin, Minister of SME, Innovation and Digital Economy, France

  Philipp Rosler, Minister of Economics and Technology, germany

  Kostis Chatzidakis, Minister for Development, greece

  Sergio de la Torre, Minister of Economy, guatemala

  Katrin Jakobsdottir, Minister of Education, Science and Culture, iceland

  Katrin Juliusdottir, Minister of Finance, iceland

  Gideon Sa’ar, Minister of Education, israel

  Daniels Pavluts, Minister of the Economy, latvia

  Nicolas Sehanoui, Minister of Telecommunications, lebanon

  Ivo Ivanovski, Minister of Information Technology, macedonia

  Valon Saracini, Minister of Economy, macedonia

  Hajo Andrianainarivelo Herivelona, Deputy Prime Minister for Development and Spatial 
Planning, madagascar

Pierrot Botoaza, Deputy Prime Minister for Economy and Industry, madagascar

  Xavier-Luc Duval, Minister of Finance and Economic Development, mauritius

  Arvin Boolell, Minister of Foreign Affairs, mauritius

  Devanand Virahsawmy, Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development, 
mauritius

  Rajeshwar Jeetah, Minister of Tertiary Education, Science, Research and Technology, 
mauritius

  Cader Sayed-Hossen, Minister of Industry, Commerce and Consumer Protection, 
mauritius

VIP Engagement
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Jangbahadoorsing Seetaram,  Minister of Business, Enterprise, and Cooperatives, 
mauritius

  Michel Roger, Minister of State, monaco

  Marco Piccinini, Minister for Finance, monaco

  Oldemiro Baloi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, mozambique

Lilianne Ploumen, Minister of Foreign Trade and Development, netherlands

  Steven Joyce, Minister of Innovation Science, new Zealand

  Nikki Kaye, Minister for Food Safety, new Zealand

  Paula Bennett, Minister for Social Development and Employment, new Zealand

  Olusegun Aganga, Minister for Trade and Investment, nigeria

  Akinwumi Ayo Adesina, Minister for Agriculture and Natural Resources, nigeria

  Ali bin Masoud bin Ali al Sunaidy, Minister of Commerce and Industry, oman

  Ala’a Al-Refati, Minister of National Economy, palestine

  Osama Al-Muzaini, Minister of Education, palestine

  Giselle Burillo, Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, panama

  Francisco Rivas, Minister of Industry and Commerce, paraguay

  María Lorena Segovia Azucas, Minister of Justice and Labor, paraguay

Horacio Galeano Perrone, Minister of Education and Culture, paraguay

  Michał Boni, Minister of Administration and Digitalization, poland

  Alvaro Santos Pereira, Minister of Economy and Employment, portugal

  JP Nsengimana, Minister of Youth and ICT, rwanda

  Phillip Pierre, Minister of Infrastructure Port Services and Transport, saint lucia

  Emma Hippolyte, Minister of Commerce, Business Development, Investment and 
Consumer Affairs, saint lucia

  Lorne Theophilus, Minister for Tourism, Heritage and the Creative Industries,           
saint lucia

  Alvina Reynolds, Minister of Health and Wellness, saint lucia

  Frederick Stephenson, Minister of National Mobilization and Youth, st. Vincent & the 
grenadines

  Raymond Sapoen, Minister of Trade and Industry, suriname

  Ismanto Adna, Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs, suriname

  Wilson Ntshangase, Minister of Education and Training, swaziland
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  Jabulile Mashwama, Minister for Commerce, Industry and Trade, swaziland

  Anders Borg, Minister for Finance, sweden

  Catharina Elmsäter-Svärd, Minister for Infrastructure, sweden

  Kebba Touray, Minister of Trade Industry and Employment, the gambia

  Fatou Mas Jobe-Nije, Minister of Tourism and Culture, the gambia

  Francis Liti Mboge, Minister of Works, Construction and Infrastructure, the gambia

  Jamel Gharbi, Minister of Planning and Regional Development, tunisia

  Riadh Bettaieb, Minister of Investment and International Cooperation, tunisia

  Fred Omach, Minister of State for Finance, uganda

 Sheikh Nahayan Mabarek Al Nahayan, Minister for Higher Education and Technology, 
united Arab emirates

  Vince Cable, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, united Kingdom

  Michael Fallon, Minister for Business and Enterprise, united Kingdom

VIP Engagement



GEW Hosts come together in 
Liverpool for the 2012 Global 
Entrepreneurship Congress. 

Global 
EntrEprEnEurship

WEEk 2012
 

thE unlEashinG iDEas nEtWork
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EntrEprEnEurship

WEEk 2012
 

thE unlEashinG iDEas nEtWork
The Unleashing Ideas Network
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GEW Global is headquartered 
in Washington, D.C., and made 

possible through a grant from 
the Kauffman Foundation. For 

further information, please visit                                                       
unleashingideas.org.

Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation works to advance an 
entrepreneurial society in which job creation, innovation and the economy 
flourish. It has an extensive Research & Policy program and also works 
with leading educators, researchers and other partners to further 
understanding of the powerful economic impact of entrepreneurship, to 
train the next generation of entrepreneurial leaders and to improve the 
environment in which entrepreneurs start and grow businesses.

support from

powered by

gew global
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Google for 
Entrepreneurs Day at the 
Kauffman Foundation in 

Kansas City

GEW Global
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At the center of the national GEW 
campaigns in each of the 131 participating 
countries is a host organization—or in 
some instances, a small coalition that 
shares responsibilities. The hosts are 
responsible for growing their national 
campaigns, catalyzing partnerships and 
rallying the network of partners and 
supporters to conduct events and activities 
during Global Entrepreneurship Week.

Host organizations range from groups 
dedicated to creating and growing startups 
to government agencies and programs to 
advance entrepreneurship—and everything 
in between. Global Entrepreneurship Week 
is a focused rallying point that lends 
momentum to an evolving network of 
intermediaries at the heart of their 
entrepreneurial ecosystems—showcasing 
and celebrating the work they do all year 
round.

our hosts
the organiZations
that make it happen 

  53% of hosts said GEW had a ‘great 
impact’ providing them with new and 
useful contacts

   50% of hosts said GEW had a ‘great 
impact’ on increasing the profile of their 
organization

   85% of hosts said GEW had either a 
‘great’ or ‘moderate’ impact on the 
profile of their partners

  98% of hosts said GEW helped them 
attract increased visibility through media 
coverage
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government Agency | program

startup creation | growth groups

business support groups

business | profit or nonprofit

university | Academic institution or program

youth support organization

Foundation

GOVERNMENT 7.6%

STARTUP CREATION 15.3%

BUSINESS SUPPORT 22.1%

BUSINESS 7.6%

UNIVERSITY 7.6%

YOUTH SUPPORT 32.1%

FOUNDATION 7.6%

Our Hosts
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As with any effort to impact large-scale 
change on a global level, partners are crucial 
to the success of Global Entrepreneurship 
Week. GEW 2012 saw a number of key 
partners running events, activities and 
competitions around the world—and also 
providing ‘in kind’ support to their national 
host organizations.

In addition, 14 official Global Partners 
and Supporters brought a wealth of 
expertise, experience and energy to the 
initiative. These organizations help form 
the backbone of Global Entrepreneurship 
Week—hosting national campaigns, 
attracting inspirational entrepreneurs, 
running high-profile competitions, engaging 
in substantive dialogues and generally 
supporting the advancement of high-growth 
entrepreneurship. 

our global
partners and
supporters

DELL

with additional support from

Endeavor

Entrepreneurs’ Organization

JA Worldwide

Youth Business International

Startup Weekend

Center for International Private Enterprise

Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship

Youth Employment Network

MIT Enterprise Forum 

Aspen Network of Development Entrepreneurs

International Labour Organization 

YEC Global

Global Consortium of Entrepreneurship 
Centers

organiZations who
share our vision
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One measurement of the worldwide impact of Global Entrepreneurship Week has been not 
just the sum of its parts or performance of its multi-national projects, but the emergence of 
its annual global meeting as the epicenter of leaders in the startup and entrepreneurship 
space. 

Since its launch at the Kauffman Foundation in 2009, the Global Entrepreneurship 
Congress has matured into a credible platform for more than collaboration among the 130 
national GEW campaigns. It has grown rapidly as a face-to-face feast of information and 
ideas among new and serial entrepreneurs, investors, researchers, policymakers and other 
evangelists for those who take risks and bring ideas to life. Paramount to this success was 
the leadership of Sheikh Nahayan Mabarek Al Nahayan, Minister for Higher Education and 

global
entrepreneurship
congress
anchoring the gew revolution
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Technology in the United Arab Emirates, 
who in 2010 hosted 90 nations at the 
Higher Colleges of Technology in Dubai—
setting a precedent that the GEC could be 
held in different nations around the world. 
Of equal importance was the decision by 
Yan Junqi, Vice Chairwoman of the 
Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress of China, to open the 
GEC in 2011 in Shanghai to 1,000 leaders 
from 100 countries—establishing the 
notion that this platform should be open to 
others beyond the GEW “unleashing ideas” 
network. And then there was Joe 
Anderson, the mayor of Liverpool in the 
United Kingdom, who took a risk and 
backed what became a 3,500 person 
Congress that for the first time expanded 
the GEC to being more than three days of 
sessions but a week-long festival of events 
throughout the city. In addition, in Liverpool 
we added some of the world’s smartest 
economic researchers and brightest 
players to the GEC—including the likes of 
Richard Branson, founder and chairman of 
the Virgin Group which consists of more 
than 400 companies. 

The GEC in 2013 brought delegations from 
135 countries to a week-long festival in Rio 
de Janeiro. New to Rio were more of the 
national boards that steer efforts through 

GEW to build more robust entrepreneurial 
ecosystems in neighborhoods and cities 
around the world. The GEC in Rio also 
attracted strong fringe events adding the 
Startup Weekend Organizers Summit 
(SoSummit)—a vital new addition to the 
GEC that brings a vibrant community of 
startup champions from all corners of the 
world. It brought an Entrepreneurship Film 
Festival with startup films from countries 
like Iceland, companies like Microsoft, and 
startup hubs like Silicon Valley. The startup 
films are about everything from 
entrepreneurs rising from poor urban roots 
to the original venture capitalists who took 
the risks at the outset of the startup 
revolution. Through Dell, women’s 
entrepreneurship was front and center on 
opening day building off Dell’s successful 
Women’s Entrepreneur Network (DWEN). 
And ERLY Stage launched its new media 
platform with a focus on the global market 
for education technology startups.

New to the GEC in Rio also was the policy 
summit bringing focus to government 
policy innovations that foster more startups 
and faster scale-ups. Delegates were 
spoiled for choice with a line-up of 
programs and initiatives to help 
entrepreneurs. This ranged from an 
opportunity to learn about the Kauffman 

Global Entrepreneurship Congress
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Foundation’s Ice House Entrepreneurship 
Program (which has revolutionized online 
learning), to Kauffman FastTrac, where 
Alana Muller presented her “Coffee Lunch 
Coffee” networking concept—an 
accessible, relevant and immediately 
actionable approach to help formulate a 
strategic mindset around networking. 

There were education startup initiatives and 
sessions such as the one run by the 
Cleantech Open where examples of 
breakthrough innovations that aim to tackle 
today’s most pressing environmental and 
energy challenges were shared along with 
those from finalists and partners from the 
GEW Cleantech Open Global Ideas 
Competition. 

Beyond these activities happening at the 
Global Entrepreneurship Congress, there 
were the official sessions with the likes of 
leaders such as Brad Feld, co-founder and 
mentor at TechStars; Jeff Hoffman, 
co-founder of Priceline.com; Mbwana Allily, 
founder and managing partner of Savannah 
Fund in sub-Saharan Africa, and many 
more. While the types of events and 
activities varied widely, they all shared a 
common thread—how to empower 
entrepreneurs and enable them to start and 
grow firms that create jobs, improve lives 
and expand human welfare. And all this 
happened in the heart of Rio—not at a 
convention center outside of town—in a 
facility converted into a startup village on 
the waterfront called the Lagoon. 

What is especially interesting about the 
GEC is its reach and the evidence it 
provides of the democratization of 
entrepreneurship—the phenomenon of 
startups and the communities that foster 
them springing up in the most unexpected 
corners of the globe. Governments from all 
corners have been racing to make their 
nations more attractive to entrepreneurs. 

The list of countries for example that have 
most improved in terms of ease of doing 
business in the latest World Bank report 
lists nations of all economic classifications. 
While in Rio, delegates experienced neither 
a Brazilian nor American show, but a global 
one focused on startup cities, experiential 
education, startup legislation, new models 
for entrepreneurial financing and an array of 
the most effective initiatives in the world—
from the likes of the Kauffman Foundation 
and Endeavor Global—to help 
entrepreneurs scale. 

This globalization of entrepreneurship has 
taken place not vertically but mainly 
horizontally. Over the past few years, the 
GEC has gathered many entrepreneurs 
and leaders in the startup community who 
are quick to dismiss government as 
irrelevant to their success. It has also 
welcomed government leaders uninformed 
about how their existing informal startup 
communities are already out there making 
things happen. In Rio, Brad Feld, author of 
Startup Communities, reminded us that a 
startup revolution has been and should 
continue to be led by entrepreneurs. At the 
same time, staff from governments that are 
exploring legislative and regulatory steps to 
help startups reminded us it is government 
that sets the rules and incentives—and that 
while public sector employees may not 
look the part, entrepreneurs should be 
careful not to be so dismissive. The Global 
Entrepreneurship Congress in Rio explored 
how to bring the two together, to find 
where top-down and bottom-up meet in 
developed, emerging and underdeveloped 
economies. 

What innovations will we see at the 2014 
Global Entrepreneurship Congress? Visit 
gec2014.com, and hopefully we will see 
you in Moscow.
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Keynote speaker, 
Richard Branson 
at the 2012 Global 
Entrepreneurship 
Congress in Liverpool.

Global Entrepreneurship Congress
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Global Entrepreneurship Week celebrated its fifth year the same way it had the previous 
four—by engaging millions of people around the world in a range of activities designed 
to help them take the next step in their entrepreneurial journey. To be precise, 7,491,695 
participants at 19,649 activities organized by 7,906 partners in 131 countries.

Some activities—such as a speech by U2 frontman (and newly converted believer in 
the power of startups) Bono to an auditorium full of Georgetown University students 
in Washington, DC—inspired participants to explore their entrepreneurial potential. 
Some—such as speednetworking events and pitch competitions—connected nascent 
entrepreneurs to potential collaborators and investors. And others—such as the 138 
Startup Weekend bootcamps that occurred in 25 countries—led participants through a 
whirlwind of collaboration to churn out new startup ideas and coalesce into thousands of 
fledgling founder teams.

At the heart of all that activity were a handful of impactful and innovative events and 
competitions that headlined Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012—leading the way in 
accelerating entrepreneurship while inspiring a new generation of entrepreneurs.

86% of Hosts said GEW had a strong, 
positive impact on participants considering 
entrepreneurship as a good future path

81% of Hosts said GEW had a strong, 
positive impact on participants acquiring 
the skills and confidence necessary to 
start their own ventures

76% of Hosts said GEW improved public 
and media perception of entrepreneurship 
in their country

72% of Hosts said GEW had a strong, 
positive impact on participants taking the 
next step toward starting a venture
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accelerating 
entrepreneurship 

Ghanaian Tech Startup 
Conquers Startup Open
Dropifi’s web messaging platform that 
seeks to supersede the traditional 
“contact us” form earned the Ghanaian 
tech startup the grand prize of Startup 
Open, a competition for new firms with 
high-growth potential.

The competition is open to any venture 
around the world with a ‘startup moment’ 
since the previous GEW. A startup 
moment is anything that can be 
interpreted as the company is “open for 
business,” such as the business 
incorporating, completing a first sale or 
securing outside funding.

Coincidentally, Dropifi traces its 
beginnings back to a Startup Weekend 
event in Accra, Ghana during Global 
Entrepreneurship Week 2011. It replaces 
“contact us” buttons with a smart widget 
that allows companies to better analyze 
and organize incoming messages. The 
widget allows companies to learn more 
about the people sending the message 
and whether the messages’ content 
trends positive or negative. This gives 
companies critical insight to respond more 
effectively to existing and potential 
customers.

As the grand prize winners, Dropifi’s 
co-founder, David Osei, received an 
all-expenses-paid trip to Rio de Janeiro to 
serve as an official delegate to one of the 
world’s largest startup community 
gatherings, the Global Entrepreneurship 
Congress.

Four other startups in the competition 
secured mentorship experience prizes—
one year of mentoring from successful 
entrepreneurs, including Redbox founding 
member Michael DeLazzer, courtesy of 
the Entrepreneurs’ Organization. Those 
startups are:

Opposite: Winner of the 
Startup Open 2012, Dropifi 

was built over a Startup 
Weekend in 2011.
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  Charlie Contacts (USA): mobile 
app that arms users with important 
information about contacts before any 
meeting, conference or phone call

  Folloyu (Israel): mobile app that enables 
website users to maintain online activity 
on a company’s website and transfer 
their session to another device without 
abandoning the website

  MEFIVER (USA): proprietary denim 
manufacturing process that aims 
to revolutionize the industry while 
minimizing its carbon footprint and 
promoting sustainable practices

  Placeknow.com (Poland): pictorial 
map of the world that provides users 
with location information and pictures 
posted by individuals to offer a more 
authentic view.

Canada’s Groupnotes is Global 
Startup Battle Champion
Canadian startup team Groupnotes 
won the 2012 Global Startup Battle. 
The event was designed to foster 
friendly competition and community 
awareness among the global Startup 
Weekend community during Global 
Entrepreneurship Week.

More than 130 communities spread over 
five continents held Startup Weekends 
over two weekends before and after GEW. 
In total, more than 10,000 attendees, 
mentors, speakers and judges worked 
on startup ideas during these events, 
resulting in thousands of ideas pitched 
and more than 1,200 new startups 
created.

The winning teams—one from each 
event—then had 24 hours, 15 words and 
90 seconds to create a video to pitch 
their newly created startup. Once all the 

videos were posted, people from around 
the world voted for their favorite startups, 
resulting in 15 semi-finalists from 13 
countries.

The ultimate Global Startup Battle winner, 
Groupnotes, was chosen by a world-class 
panel of judges, including Foundry Group 
co-founder Brad Feld, Zappos CEO Tony 
Hsieh, TaskRabbit founder Leah Busque, 
prominent fund manager Chris Hollod and 
actress/serial entrepreneur Jesse Draper.

Startup Weekend CEO 
Marc Nager at the 2012 
Global Entrepreneurship 

Congress in Liverpool.
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Founded by a team from Toronto, 
Groupnotes is a collaboration tool for 
businesses and teachers to use while 
doing research. It promotes productivity 
by letting users easily share, annotate and 
comment on websites while conducting 
research online.

It won a prize package worth more than 
$50,000, including a trip to Rio De Janeiro 
to attend the Global Entrepreneurship 
Congress, a trip to San Francisco to tour 
Googleplex and meet with founders, 
mentors and investors, and $35,000 worth 
of support services.

We Want Cinema Gets Creative
We Want Cinema, a startup from the 
Netherlands that provides an online 
platform that allows movie-goers to decide 
what films shown in the theater, took top 
honors at the Creative Business Cup in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The competition 
provided finalists from the creative 
industries—such as design, architecture, 
art and entertainment—in 17 countries a 
chance at a prize package worth $50,000.

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Frederik 
of Denmark presented the awards together 
with Anders Hoffmann, Deputy Director 
General of the Business Authority of 
Denmark, and CKO managing director 
Rasmus Wiinstedt Tscherning. 

“Several years working in the film 
distribution industry resulted in interesting 
insights into pain points—and by 
combining the potential of the capacity 
in cinema, new technology and social 
platforms they have created a scalable 
solution,” said judges in a prepared 
statement. “It is a great example to set that 
with limited funding and a small team, a 
business can get off the ground and head 
toward success.”

Greenbo from Israel took second prize 
while Norwegian Rain from Norway took 
third. UNIPLACE of Portugal won the 
Audience Award and German startup 
MoreThanShelters took the Roskilde 
Festival Award.

Risparmio Super Scores a 
Knockout in the Ring
Risparmio Super, a startup that helps 
supermarket customers save by compiling 
grocery prices all over Italy, emerged 
victorious after slugging it out for four 
rounds against seven other startups. The 
competition, Get in the Ring, tranformed 
De Laurenskerk in Rotterdam into a boxing 
arena where eight international startups 
met each other—and a panel of champion 
angel investors—to compete for an 
investment of up to €1,000,000.

Celebrating her victory, Risparmio Super 
founder Barbara Labate, rang the closing 
bell at the Euronext Amsterdam (formerly 
the Amsterdam Stock Exchange) during 
the end of Global Entrepreneurship Week.

The other finalists included: Holland 
Haptics and Innovader (Netherlands), 
Graduateland (Denmark), Watchado 
(Austria), CrystAL-N (Germany), Cookisto 
(Greece), Zentrick (Belgium) and Risparmio 
Super (Italy).

First Woman Wins Global 
Student Entrepreneur Award
Chelsea Sloan, University of Utah student 
and founder of Uptown Cheapskate, 
a teen/young adult fashion exchange 
franchise, was named the Global Student 
Entrepreneur of the Year. Sloan, the 
competition’s first-ever female winner, 
beat the top 30 international student 
entrepreneurs during the finals at the 
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New York Stock Exchange. She received 
$150,000 in cash and in-kind business 
services from the Entrepreneurs’ 
Organization (EO) to help propel her 
business to the next level.

Sloan opened the first Uptown Cheapskate 
location in Salt Lake City, Utah with her 
brother in 2009. After just eight months 
in operation and turning a profit, she 
franchised the trendy consignment store 
and has since expanded to 20 locations in 
12 states. 

The competition included roughly 1,100 
applications from 42 countries. Second 
place went to Mikhail Naumov, a Rutgers 
University student and founder of The 
GREEN Program, a provider of experiential 
education programs in Costa Rica. 
GREEN, or Global Renewable Energy 
Education Network, combines volunteering 
with education, and develops programs 
that teach participants about reusable 
energy through developing an actual green 
energy site for an area in need. Third 
place went to Brett Sheffield, a student 
at the University of Manitoba in Canada 
and founder of Sheffield Farms and Stay 
Fit Health Club. Sheffield Farms is a 
1,700-acre grain farm in rural Manitoba, 
founded in 2008 utilizing the latest farming 
technology. Stay Fit Health Club is a 
24-hour fitness center in its first year of 
operation.

Other awards went to student 
entrepreneurs from Mexico, India, Russia, 
Canada and the United States.

GEW Policy Survey Turns up 
Unexpected Results
The entrepreneurship policy environment 
in emerging economies may not be a 
significant obstacle to starting and growing 
new firms after all—at least if you ask high-

growth entrepreneurs in those countries.

That is one of the overarching findings in a 
paper released by Global Entrepreneurship 
Week following a survey of more than 
3,000 high-impact entrepreneurs in 34 
countries. The survey was intended to 
capture the opinions and perceptions of 
entrepreneurs to help inform discussions 
during GEW events being held in 130 
countries.

“Since Global Entrepreneurship Week 
began in 2008, the understanding 
of entrepreneurship has evolved 
considerably among policymakers,” said 
Jonathan Ortmans, president of Global 
Entrepreneurship Week. “Many countries 
now see the importance of new firm 
formation to economic growth, poverty 
reduction and stability—and they are taking 
steps to address it.”

Of the countries surveyed, China, India, 
Kenya, New Zealand and the United States 
had the most positive overall opinions 
of the policies in place to promote their 
growth.

“The relatively positive perception that 
high-impact entrepreneurs from Sub-
Saharan Africa have about their region’s 
policies is probably most surprising,” said 
Pedro Arboleda, partner at the Monitor 
Group which helped conduct the survey. 
“One has traditionally had an image of that 
region as being an especially difficult place 
to start and run a business, but the survey 
results tell a different story.”

Kenyan entrepreneurs revealed positive 
attitudes, especially regarding policies 
related to university-level entrepreneurship 
skills development, the perceived 
legitimacy of entrepreneurship and the 
belief of a risk-taking mindset.

Although the United States ranked among 
the most positive policy environments for 



35

entrepreneurs, survey results identified 
several areas that could be improved, 
including those relating to government 
regulations as applied across industries 
and the way IPOs are handled.

The five countries surveyed with the most 
negative overall perceptions were Greece, 
Venezuela, Ukraine, Andorra and Poland. 
Severe economic conditions in Greece 
have caused the number of startups 
and small firms to spiral downward 
since 2010—creating a strong sense of 
dissatisfaction and urgency among its 
entrepreneurs. The most significantly 
negative policies were those related to 
the lack of adequate sources of capital, 
the level of income tax and the poor 
mentorship and support environment 
available to Greek entrepreneurs.

Biosyntia Wins Global Cleantech 
Ideas Competition
Biosyntia from Denmark beat innovative 
cleantech startups from all over the world 
to win the the top prize in the Cleantech 
Open Global Ideas Competition. It 
offers high-performance cell factories 
for fermentation of fine chemicals for 
manufacturing companies, enabling 
them to cut production costs by up to 

80 percent, while gaining a significantly 
greener profile.

Runners-up were SP3H of France—a 
device installed in engines that drastically 
reduces fuel consumption and pollution—
and BRD Motorcycles of the United 
States—the first electric motorcycle to 
demonstrate a clear superiority over its 
gas-powered predecessors.

Now in its fourth year, the Cleantech Open 
Global Ideas Competition looks to find 
‘big ideas’ by working at a grass-roots 
level, supporting and fostering those 
ideas through Cleantech Open partner 
organizations worldwide, including many 
GEW hosts from Bosnia-Herzegovina to 
Costa Rica and beyond.

More than 1,000 applications were 
submitted in 30+ countries with finalist 
teams from 11 countries facing off at global 
finals for a prize worth $100,000 in startup 
services. Six of the eleven were selected 
to present to a final jury of investors and 
technology experts:

Biosyntia, SP3H, BRD Motorcycles, 
enLighten from Australia, Lumos from Israel 
and Solar Mobility from the Dominican 
Republic.

A World of Impact
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2013 Featured events

Of the tens of thousands of events taking place around the world as a part of Global 
Entrepreneurship Week, a select number are promoted as featured events. These events 
are the ones that catch your eye and help demonstrate the impact of GEW.

Confirmed featured events and activities for GEW 2013 include:

   Startup Open

   1 Million Cups

   GEW Policy Survey

   Cleantech Open Global Ideas Competition

   Creative Business Cup

   Get in the Ring

   Global Student Entrepreneur Awards

   Global Startup Battle

   Idea Challenge

   Startup Cup
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Each year we are expanding 
our network and bringing new 
opportunities to aspiring and 
experienced entrepreneurs 
alike. This map indicates 
the place where Global 
Enterpreneurship Week 2012 
events took place and where 
new countries are making 
plans for GEW 2013.

 

NEW countries
for GEW 2013

our rEach
mapping our progress around
the globe 
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Over the following pages, you will find 
relevant facts and figures about the GEW 
social network and the countries involved 
in Global Entrepreneurship Week.

 

NEW countries
for GEW 2013

Our Reach
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Facebook Likes
Twitter Followers

LinkedIn Members

23,106
8,859
4,703

as of February 25,2013
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the
gew

social
network

Facebook Likes
Twitter Followers

LinkedIn Members

23,106
8,859
4,703

as of February 25,2013

The GEW Social Network
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

Albania global 
opportunities 
Albania

9 10 680

Algeria pnb-nApeo 
Algeria

37 131 8,500

Angola Angola Forum 
for competitive 
Knowledge, 
innovation and 
development 

** ** **

Antigua & barbuda gilbert Agricultural 
& rural 
development 
center

16 4 952

Argentina endeavor Argentina 84 80 8,200

Armenia Armenia startup 
cup

10 10 470

Australia the FrAnK team 30 40 7,800

Austria initiative for 
teaching 
entrepreneurship

27 12 2,000

bahrain young Arab 
leaders

5 9 1,437

bangladesh young 
entrepreneurs & 
leaders league

15 11 8,000

barbados barbados youth 
business trust

160 35 199,025

belarus belbiZ center 
for business 
communication

32 47 9,070

belgium tie brussels 37 28 23,000

belize youth business 
trust belize

23 8 16,094
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

benin ForAm initiatives 3 3 3,528

bermuda bermuda economic 
development 
corporation

11 10 55,342

bhutan loden Foundation 10 29 80

bolivia red bolivia 
emprendedora

29 18 31,590

bosnia and 
herzegovina

republic Agency 
for development of 
small and medium 
enterprises

6 7 270

brazil endeavor brasil 553 3861 2,844,428

bulgaria Junior Achievement 
bulgaria

4 153 5,250

burkina Faso Apsip 25 37 3,500

burundi youth Action for 
development

3 2 1,160

cambodia young 
entrepreneurs 
Association of 
cambodia

15 20 1,600

cameroon youth business 
cameroon

26 40 5,250

canada canadian 
youth business 
Foundation

163 515 29,195

cape Verde AJec 44 164 7,000

chile endeavor chile / 
Foro pro innovacion

69 187 20,000

Country Statistics
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

china entrepreneurship 
Foundation for 
graduates

312 388 993,340

chinese taipei china youth career 
development/
Association

30 26 20,662

colombia endeavor colombia 71 44 2,200

congo, democratic 
republic of

yes drc network 5 19 5,450

costa rica yo emprendedor 46 71 10,050

cote d’ivoire Jokkolabs 7 4 5,340

croatia small and medium 
entrepreneurs 
Association

55 61 12,000

denmark ministry for 
economic and 
business Affairs

151 180 22,720

dominica dominica youth 
business trust

3 4 640

dominican 
republic

emprende / 
domicana incuba

12 13 2,475

ecuador Fundación 
emprender

141 322 113,722

egypt middle east 
council for small 
business and 
entrepreneruship

31 99 9,500

el salvador proinnoVA 
FusAdes

9 7 970

estonia university of 
tartu, centre for 
entrerpeneurship

2 5 213

ethiopia empact capital 9 9 1,650
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

Finland Aalto university 4 5 300

France les Journées de 
l’entrepreneur

50 103 100,000

gambia, the American chamber 
of commerce, 
gambia chapter

2 5 350

georgia innovation and 
entrepreneurship 
development 
centre

3 6 290

germany Federal ministry 
of economics and 
technology

920 1375 46,000

ghana youth 
enhancement 
international

16 20 5,000

greece esyne 53 30 18,000

guatemala Kirzner 
entrepreneurship 
center

7 19 1,300

guyana guyana youth 
business trust

3 3 300

honduras Junior Achievement 
honduras

12 20 14,757

hungary young 
entrepreneurs 
Association 
hungary (FiVosZ)

72 43 5,020

iceland innovit 
entrepreneurship 
center

10 20 1,156

india bharatiya yuva 
shakti trust***

100 64 105,050

indonesia universitas ciputra 
entrepreneurship 
center

14 14 259

Country Statistics



Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012 Impact Report

country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

ireland think ireland inc. 3 11 4,550

israel geW israel 45 225 12,090

italy metA group 21 57 6,000

Jamaica Junior Achievement 
Jamaica

2 4 650

Japan impAct Japan 21 19 1,815

Jordan Queen rania 
center for 
entrepreneurship

31 50 3,270

Kazakhstan institute for 
development and 
economic Affairs

** ** **

Kenya Junior Achievement 
Kenya

23 10 60,500

Korea Korea 
entrepreneurship 
Foundation

4 4 1,000

Kuwait shuwaikh 
Vocational 
incubator

2 2 250

Kyrgyzstan central Asian Free 
market instutute

18 14 2,200

latvia stockholm school 
of economics in 
riga

10 5 1,400

lebanon mit enterprise 
Forum of the pan 
Arab region

45 50 50,636

lithuania ism university of 
management and 
economics

16 15 2,167
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

macedonia yes Foundation 14 14 1,380

madagascar Association Actions 
sans Frontières

10 7 23,000

malaysia startupmalaysia.
org

11 7 300

malta university of malta 4 3 150

mauritius empretec mauritius 47 42 1,543

mexico endeavor mexico / 
impulsa 

105 458 73,901

monaco Jci monaco 2 3 240

mongolia sWmongolia 5 5 200

montenegro centre for 
entrepreneurship 
and economic 
development

3 4 380

morocco cJd ** ** **

mozambique empresa Junior 9 16 160

myanmar project hub yangon 3 4 350

namibia Junior Achievement 
namibia

25 8 50,322

nepal incon 6 6 1,050

Country Statistics
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

netherlands stichting geW 
nederland

40 124 22,000

new Zealand geW-new Zealand 38 43 2,473

nicaragua procomm group 12 24 2,100

nigeria enterprise 
development 
centre, pan-African 
university

26 41 169,600

norway norwegian 
entrepreneurs 
Forum

10 12 65

oman Zajil oasis 9 10 700

pakistan Alternate solutions 20 20 5,900

palestine palestine for a new 
beginning

3 3 100

panamá Junior Achievement 
of panama

28 12 1,442

paraguay Fundacion 
paraguaya

419 892 469,686

peru british peruvian 
chamber of 
commerce

5 24 600

phillipines yes philippines

poland Forum młodych 
lewiatan

143 540 7,500

portugal portugese business 
Angels Association 
/ sedes

40 50 17,000

Qatar silatech 8 30 2,500

new country / will participate in GEW 2013
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

romania Junior Achievement 
romania / geA 
strategy & 
consulting

11 15 36,050

russia center for 
entrepreneurship

317 456 20,068

rwanda babson-rwanda 
entrepreneurship 
center

45 50 6,932

saint lucia st. lucia chamber 
of commerce, 
industry & 
Agriculture

15 54 49,784

saudi Arabia Qotuf 15 3 1,335

senegal Jokkolabs

serbia Komon sens 5 4 2,300

sierra leone African Foundation 
For development 
(AFFord)

4 11 7,859

singapore Ace ** ** **

slovakia slovak university 
of technology in 
bratislava, institute 
of management

12 18 3,270

south Africa endeavor south 
Africa

29 16 2,307

spain iese business 
school

112 354 20,185

sri lanka young 
entrepreneurs sri 
lanka

9 10 120

st. Vincent and the 
grenadines

youth business st. 
Vincent and the 
grenadines

8 5 1,150

suriname Women’s business 
group Foundation

6 12 400

new country / will participate in GEW 2013

Country Statistics
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country host organization # partners # Activities # participants

swaziland Junior Achievement 
swaziland

17 35 1,662

sweden swedish 
entrepreneurship 
Forum***

102 90 12,000

tanzania Zanzibar 
Association for 
youth education 
and employment

2 6 250

thailand Ayana co 24 17 5,550

togo initiatives des 
Jeunes pour le 
développement 
(iJd)

4 4 604

trinidad and 
tobago

youth business 
trinidad and 
tobago

9 9 2,677

tunisia institut Arabe des 
chefs d’entreprises

87 115 65,000

turkey endeavor turkey / 
tobb

231 130 41,621

uganda enterprise uganda 23 32 40,800

ukraine sesp 14 31 520

united Arab 
emirates

higher colleges of 
technology

** ** **

united Kingdom youth business 
international

532 3253 276,000

united states the public Forum 
institute

1256 3469 966,203

uruguay endeavor uruguay 12 20 3,000

Venezuela eneVenezuela 110 101 20,713

Vietnam Vietnam chamber 
of commerce and 
industry

yemen youth economic 
development 
center

3 1 30

Zambia eliF business 
solutions

10 10 110,000

Zimbabwe empretec 
Zimbabwe

** ** **

new country / will participate in GEW 2013
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* As Global Entrepreneurship Week focuses increasingly on impact, the qualifying partner and event criteria were 
adjusted, resulting in some fluctuation in overall reporting in comparison to previous years.

** Not reported at time of publication

*** Denotes a retired host. The new host organizations for GEW 2013 in those countries are:

 India Center for Innovation, Incubation and Entrepreneurship

 Sweden Entrepreneurship and Small Business Research Institute

Country Statistics
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looking ahead
global entrepreneurship
week 2013 - 2015

Plans are being drawn up now for GEW 
2013. If you or your organization would like 
to be involved at any level, from organizing 
an activity in your country, to signing up as 
a sponsor or becoming a supporter, we’d 
love to hear from you.

Check unleashingideas.org/contact to 
connect with the global headquarters or 
find country-specific contact information.

   November 18 - 24, 2013

   November 17 - 23, 2014

  November 16 - 22, 2015

Global Entrepreneurship Week 2012 Impact Report



Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2014

moscow, russia

march 17-20, 2014
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